
 
 
 
 

LOOK BACK RULE DEFINITION 
 

When a batter gets a hit, play is live until the pitcher has possession of the 
ball in the eight-foot radius around the pitcher’s mound.  
 
Once possession is made, all runners may only stop once, but then must 
immediately return to the base or advance to the next base.  
 
Failure to immediately return nonstop to the base or proceed to the next 
base will result in a runner being called out.  
 
Once a runner stops at a base for any reason they will be declared out if 
they leave that base. 
Exception: The runner will not be declared out if a play is made on her or 
another runner. (A fake throw is considered a play) 
 


